
 

 

Dear Fellow AAIE Members, 
 
It has been my pleasure since April 2017 to 
serve as your 2017-2018 AAIE President.  
AAIE is a phenomenal organization 
supporting the best IE department!  We are a 
privileged group to be part of such an 
impressive and visionary program.  If you 
haven’t been engaged with the Department/ 
AAIE recently, please check out our website 
to see all of the programs that your support 
is providing (https://aaie.uark.edu) 

Through committed effort and quality 
leadership, our department has promoted 
internships, co-op, and global experiences 
significantly.  Over the past few years nearly 
75% of our IE students have participated in 
internships or co-ops, 18% studied abroad 
(many with help from the John L. Imhoff 
Global Studies endowment), and 
approximately 25% of the undergraduate 
students are involved in funded research.  
These programs enhance the student 
experience, while enabling our graduates to 
be more competitive in the job market.  From 
the spring 2017 exit interviews the self-
reported average BSIE starting salary offer 
was approximately $64k with the highest 
offer reported at $90K!  Our graduates are 
getting jobs, GOOD jobs! 

AAIE plays a key role in the IE Department’s 
progress through active involvement on the 
Department’s advisory board/ Liaison 
Committee.  IE Department head, Dr. Ed 
Pohl, does an excellent job soliciting and 
incorporating the feedback from the AAIE 
representatives into Department Strategies.  

Two recent examples 
include the 
Department’s focus on 
Analytics and Cross-
functional student/
research involvement 
with both other 
Engineering 
Departments and the 
Walton College of 
Business.  The 
outstanding faculty of our Department are 
leading  innovative, remarkable work. They 
are teachers, authors, researchers, award 
winners, and servant leaders raising the 
national visibility and reputation of our 
department.  Also, and not surprisingly, if you 
look around the college and the campus you 
will see IE faculty members leading the way.  
Our fellow AAIE members, Dr. John English 
(Dean, College of Engineering) and Dr. Kim 
Needy (Dean, Graduate School and 
International Education) are two prime 
examples of our faculty who serve the 
campus prominently.  Also, Dr. Richard 
Cassady serves as Director of the Freshman 
Engineering Program and was instrumental in 
the creation of the FEP program more than 
10 years ago.  Dr. Heather Nachtmann is 
serving as Associate Dean for Research in the 
College of Engineering.   As evidenced, IEs 
tend to elevate! 

I’d like to personally congratulate our 
committee chairs, their teams and 
participating AAIE members for all of their 
hard work.  Repeatedly AAIE sets the 
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standard for best practices among 
academies.  I am extremely proud to be a 
part of such a distinguished service 
organization.    

AAIE directly impacts the success of the 
department through membership 
participation with the A4U Committee which 
includes guest lectures, mentor circles, mock 
interviews, resume writing workshops, and 
more.  AAIE members are also focused on 
scholarship cultivation, providing students 
with global experiences and hiring grads 
from our Department.     It is rewarding to 
see how many of our AAIE members are 
personally helping IE students!  The funding 
we provide to the three student 
organizations (IISE, APM, and INFORMS) 
allows students many opportunities such as 
conference participation, student events that 
support retention, and educational 
workshops.  AAIE really does make a positive 
difference. If you are considering getting 
involved, but don’t know where you can 
make an impact just contact me or any board 
member.  The opportunities are endless. 

 

The AAIE Board of Directors and Committee 
Chairs met once in Fayetteville during the 
Summer and held our Fall Board meeting in 
Dallas, since we last saw everyone in the 
Spring.  Following the Dallas meeting, we 
were so excited to see those Dallas AAIE 
members that attended our Razorback 
Football watch party (maybe we should have 
had more of those because we were able to 
see the Hog’s only SEC win, cheering the 
team on with the Dallas group!)  Your Board 
will be busy over the next few months 
preparing for our annual induction banquet 
and business meeting.  Please mark your 
calendar and plan to participate in April.   

AAIE Annual Induction Banquet - April 20, 
2018, Chancellor Hotel, Fayetteville   

AAIE Annual Business Meeting and Catfish 
Picnic - April 21, 2018, Bell Engineering 
Center, UA Campus 

 

Ami Spivey 
(BSIE 1995)  

aaie.uark.edu 
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“If you are 

considering 

getting involved, 

but don’t know 

where you can 

make an impact, 

contact any 

board 

member—the 

opportunities 

are endless!” 

From the President... 

Mark those 
calendars!
2018 AAIE 

meetings are  
April 20-21 
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AAIE Scholarship news has been fast and 
furious the last few months. 

 2017 Annual Meeting—AAIE Scholarship 
Endowments exceeded $1,900,000. 

 2017 Student Awards Banquet—AAIE 
presented $75,000 in new IE 
Scholarships. 

 May 2017—AAIE Scholarship 
Endowments hit the $2,000,000 level. 

 September 2017—AAIE announced the 
establishment of a new Graduate Studies 
Scholarship Endowment, the Academy’s 
fourth Endowment.  In addition 
anonymous AAIE members funded a 
$150,000 Matching Pool as seed money 
for the new Endowment. 

 October 2017—AAIE Scholarship 
Endowments are valued at $2,150,000. 

Your continued support combined with 
favorable market conditions have resulted in 
a $525,000 increase in AAIE Endowments in 
the last three and a half years (see chart on 
opposite page). 

How do we keep the trend going? 

Take advantage of the $150,000 Matching 
Pool for the new Graduate Studies 
Endowment.  Every donation to any AAIE 
Scholarship Endowment will initiate a 
donation from the Pool. 

Give special 
consideration to 
supporting the Grad 
Studies Endowment 
during this start up 
period. 

Get involved with 
your Academy and 
stay involved.  
Providing financial 
assistance to students 
through scholarships is 
my favorite way to 
support Arkansas IE’s, but AAIE has multiple 
avenues to support the IE Department.  Find 
your interest and get involved. 

In excess of a half million dollar increase in 
AAIE Scholarship Endowments in such a short 
time frame is an achievement that should 
make us all proud.  However, can you 
imagine what would happen if every 
Academy member made a contribution to 
Scholarships on an annual basis?  You 
personally can be the Difference Maker! 

 

LET’S MAKE 2017-18 THE FIRST YEAR 
WITH 100% MEMBER PARTICIPATION! 

 

 

Bob Etien, (BSIE 1966) 
Scholarship Committee  

“Annual 

scholarship 

awards reached 

$70,000, up from 

a $40,000 per 

year for the 

2010 thru 2014 

time frame.”  

To make a  
contribution: 

 
Please make  

check payable to: 
University   of  

Arkansas   Foundation 
and mail  to: 

 
AAIE 

Dept of  
Industrial Engineering 

4207 Bell 
Engineering Center 

University of Arkansas 
Fayetteville, AR  72701 

 
OR 

 
Online at: 

https://aaie.uark.edu/
giving/ 

 
And don’t forget to ask 

if your company 
offers matching  

donations! 

Scholarship News 

Bob Etien 
Scholarship Chair 

Did You Know... Tusk Knows Social Media? 
 

The current Tusk IV mascot for the Razorbacks has: 
 

 A Twitter feed: (https://twitter.com/Tusk_UA) 

 A Facebook page: 
(https://www.facebook.com/ArkansasTusk/?fref=ts)  

 A YouTube Channel: (https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCRXmds6rTNpfA6H9-iSWkHw) 
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From the Department... 

Dear AAIE Members, 
 

The end of the fall term is rapidly coming 
to a close and the department has been busy 
with a variety of activities.   

We welcomed a 
new assistant 
professor, Dr. Xiao 
Liu, to campus this 
year. He joined the 
department from the 
IBM Thomas J. 
Watson Research 
Center in Yorktown 
Heights, New York. He 
received his doctoral 
degree from the Department of Industrial 
and Systems Engineering, National University 
of Singapore (NUS). Dr. Liu’s research focuses 
on engineering probability and statistics, 
spatio-temporal modeling, big data analytics, 
and various engineering-knowledge-based 
data-driven methodologies in broad areas 
such as quality and reliability, manufacturing 
yield prediction, preventive maintenance, 
urban air quality modeling, and extreme 
weather events prediction. 

In October more than two dozen of our 
faculty and students participated in the 
Institute for Operations Research and the 
Management Sciences (INFORMS) annual 
meeting held in Houston.  The UA group 
included those serving as conference 
planning committee members, track and 
session chairs, colloquium panelists, and 
technical presenters.   

It is rewarding to 
see our junior faculty 
members in 
leadership roles at 
the international 
level.  Also, many of 
our students served 
as session monitors 
providing great 
visibility for our 
program.  Dr. 
Shengfan Zhang and 
Dr. Sarah Nurre 
received INFORMS 
Volunteer Service Awards.   

In addition, as the 
President of Women in 
Operations Research 
and Management 
Sciences (WORMS) Dr. 
Nurre hosted multiple 
events at the 
conference.  

(Continued on page 5) 

Dr. Ed Pohl 
Department Head 

“It is rewarding 

to see our junior 

faculty members 

in leadership 

roles at the 

international level.” 
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Timeline of the Arkansas Academy of Industrial Engineering 

In 2010 the AAIE celebrated it’s 25th anniversary. As a memento of the celebration a timeline was constructed that demonstrated 
the highlights of the first 25 years. In 2015 the timeline was updated for the 30th anniversary. You can view the actual timeline in 
the Craven’s Conference Room in the Department next time you are in town! 

The department is finalizing our strategic 
plan, but one area of significance focuses on 
enhancing our graduate studies program.  
Recruitment of high-achieving, academically 
superior graduate students who can 
contribute to our scholarly works is a key 
component of improving our national 
reputation. We recently invited a few 
potential students of that caliber for visits to 
our campus.  Although we compete with some 
of the top schools in the nation, we are 
pleased to report that each of our guests has 
selected the UA Department of Industrial 
Engineering!  This is a favorable step toward 
improving our program ranking.  
The State of the Department report was 
distributed during October.  We hope you 
enjoyed reviewing the activities and 

achievements of your home department.  
Many great things are happening here, and I 
am proud to serve with such passionate high 
quality faculty, staff, students and alumni!  
Thank you for all you do for our department! 

 

Please mark your calendars for the following: 

 

April 20, 2018 AAIE Banquet and Induction 
Ceremony—The Chancellor Hotel 

April 21, 2018 AAIE Business Meeting and 
Picnic—Bell Engineering Center 

April 21, 2018 College of Engineering Alumni 
Awards Banquet—Fayetteville Town Center 



 

 

The Journey 
Remember the many fun nights in the IE 

lounge working on projects, studying, or 
preparing for an exam. Remember the joy of 
nailing that exam or figuring out a 
complex problem. Those were the times that 
help define some of us; it helped build our 
character and the people we have become. 
Take just a second and also think of those 
professors and staff that helped us along the 
way. Our lives changed forever sometimes by 
a simple pat on the back or kind words of 
encouragement. 

The journey at the university was 
completed when we walked down the aisle 
to receive our degrees, what a day and what 
an accomplishment. We started a new 
journey when we were inducted into AAIE. 
We accepted the challenge of assisting the 
department and assisting new generations of 
students. As a team we can build a bridge 
that many students can safely cross and be 
prepared for the professional challenges 
waiting ahead.  In order to continue adding 
more great talent to our organization, you 
must nominate a candidate for induction into 
AAIE.  

The process is simple: think of that 
classmate you have kept up with that is 
doing great things and nominate him or her.  

The more we grow, the stronger we 
become, which will allow us to assist the IE 
department in their goal to be the best while 
providing scholarships to our students.  

The basic membership requirements are: 
University of Arkansas Industrial Engineering 

graduate for at least 15 
years and professional 
activities that show a 
distinguished track 
record in their career 
field.  

Each candidate 
nominated will be 
reviewed by the 
Membership Committee 
and then be sent to the 
Academy Board. After 
the Academy Board reviews and 
recommends the nominees,  a ballot will be 
sent to all active members for final 
acceptance.  

To nominate a candidate, please fill out the 
nomination form which can be downloaded 
from the AAIE website at https://
aaie.uark.edu/membership.  

Complete the nomination form with as 
much information as possible and send to 
Karen Standley at standle@uark.edu or mail 
to the department address. Nominations 
should be submitted no later than December 
31, 2017.  

If you have any questions, you can email 
me at alvinrh55@yahoo.com or call 469‐682‐ 
3251. 

Alvin Rhodes (BSIE ‘96)  
AAIE Membership Chair 

Alvin Rhodes 
Membership Chair 
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Membership Committee  

To nominate new 
AAIE members,  
fill out the PDF  

nomination form 
available on the AAIE 

website: 
 

http://aaie.ineg. 
uark.edu/AAIE/

Membership.html 
 

then email to: 
 

Alvin Rhodes 
 

alvinrh55@ 
yahoo.com 

 
or mail to: 

 
AAIE: 

Nominations 
Department of  

Industrial Engineering 
4207 Bell 

Engineering Center 
University of Arkansas 
Fayetteville, AR  72701 

“As a team, we can 

build a bridge that 

many students can 

safely cross and be 

prepared for the 

professional 

challenges waiting 

ahead.” 

 

https://aaie.uark.edu/membership.
https://aaie.uark.edu/membership.
mailto:standle@uark.edu
mailto:alvinrh55@yahoo.com
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The A4U Committee would like to take a  
moment to express our gratitude for all  
those who supported the effort during  2017.   

Mentor Circles 

The program kicked off on September 9th 
with 8 Circles consisting of 25 Mentors (9 of 
which are AAIE members) and 44 Mentees. 

Mock Interviews 

Mock Interviews were held on September 
21st.  Fifteen phone screens were completed 
with the support of 9 volunteers (6 of which 
were AAIE members) and 38 in person 
interviews where conducted.  The in person 
interviews were supported by 12 volunteers 
(6 of which were AAIE members) and 8 
corporate Partners.  The Applied Predictive 
Technologies Case Based interviewing had 15 
students attend. 

A4U would like to thank the following  
individuals and organizations for their help: 

...A4U: A moment to say Thank You! 

Angela Kuli Lisa Thomas 

Ben Dye Marc Alley 

Curtis Sawyer Michelle Dime 

Dennis Abell Randy Hughes 

Derek Malstrom Rita Willcoxon 

Frank Broadstreet Ross Thompkins 

Jay Captain Tarek Taha 

Karen Jewell Vance Clement 

Ken Gaines  

Alex Wong – JB Hunt Ashleigh Hegwood - Walmart 

Jacob Brosh – JB Hunt Daysi Guerra - Walmart 

JD Ford – JB Hunt Hannah Smith - Walmart 

Jenni Kimpel – JB Hunt Tyler Dunlap – Walmart 

Jennifer Carter – JB Hunt Tori McDaniel - capSpire 

Joey Castrodale – JB Hunt 
Allie Rohrbach – Walt Disney  
Company 

Jordan Sonnentag – JB Hunt 
Bryan Hill  - Assistant Dean, College 
of Engineering, U of A 

Laurel Meier – JB Hunt Steven Sheldon - Tyson 

Mandy Robinson – JB Hunt Brad Owens – ArcBest 

Rachel Johnson – JB Hunt Christie Turner – ArcBest 

Tiffany Yang – JB Hunt  

Dr. Sarah Nurre 

Dr. Tish Pohl 

Carrie Pennington 

Karen Standley 

Tamara Ellenbecker 

IISE Officers 

Corporate Partners 

Faculty and Staff 

Karen Jewell 
(BSIE 2000) 

A4U Committee Chair 

AAIE Members 
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234 

We’re on the web :   aaie.uark.edu 

Arkansas Academy of Industrial Engineering 

c/o Department of Industrial Engineering 

4207 Bell Engineering Center 

University of Arkansas 

Fayetteville, AR 72701 

The Arkansas Academy of Industrial Engineering (AAIE) was established in 1986 to 
recognize the achievements of University of Arkansas Industrial Engineering graduates 
and to provide continuing guidance and support to the Department of Industrial 
Engineering. 

The Academy also provides its members with the opportunity to nurture and support 
the organization that played an important role in their professional growth and 
development. 

THE DODECAHEDRON is a publication of the Arkansas Academy of Industrial 
Engineering, and the views expressed are those of the AAIE only and do not reflect the 
official view of the University of Arkansas, the College of Engineering, or the Department 
of Industrial Engineering.  THE DODECAHEDRON is published semiannually and is 
intended for the membership of the Arkansas Academy of Industrial Engineering. 

You may contact 
the Editor at 

martha4aaie@hotmail.com 
 

The Editor would like to thank Tamara Ellenbecker for her final review to 
make this a quality newsletter that you all will value and for making sure 

it gets into your hands through every media method possible. 


